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found depicted at every step, is that which represents him, when a poor young
shepherd, making the young peasant girls of the Pradja dance beneath a tree to
the sound of his flute.

Among the numerous divinities which till the Hindoo Pantheon, Krishna is
certainly the most interesting, not only from the veneration of which he is the
object to the present day, but because he has the advantage, shared with him by
Kama, that it is possible to trace in him an origin founded on historical tradition.
Everything proves that he was one of those adventurers, such as all primitive
times have produced, whose chivalrous and amorous exploits soon became the
theme of popular legend. According to this legend, which, strangely enough, the
Brahmins have not succeeded in disfiguring completely, Krishna belonged to a
tribe of Yadavas, wandering shepherds, living in tents, and selling the produce of
their flocks at the different villages. These Yadavas, as their name and their
mode of living indicate, were Yats; and it is curious to note that this god, at the
present day an eminent. Brahmin divinity, belongs by his origin to a race which
could have no pretensions to the name of Aryans.

At the period of the birth of Krishna, the Yadavas were encamped near
Muttra, and seem to have kept up friendly communication at that time with the
heads of the city. The young hero passed his infancy hereabouts, performing
many wonderful exploits. He had reached'the age of adolescence when the
people of Muttra revolted against their king. Krishna led the movement; killed
with his own hand the tyrant who had usurped the throne, and installed the
rightful sovereign in his stead. Some years later, the father-in-law of the usurper
marched against Muttra with a formidable army; when Krishna, not thinking
himself powerful enough to resist this attack, assembled the Yadavas, and, crossing
Kajpootana, established himself in Goojerat, where he founded the city of Dwarka,
on the western coast of the. peninsula.

It appears that the kingdom enjoyed the greatest prosperity for several
years, until, on the occasion of a festival, a dispute arose among the chiefs,
which soon degenerated into a bloody conflict; and during the battle a violent
earthquake swelled the waves of the sea, which swallowed up both the city and
the combatants.

At a time when the prejudices imposed by an aristocracy jealous of its
privileges, kept men inexorably in the social condition occupied by their ancestors,
the extraordinary fortune of Krishna, rising from the humble condition of a
shepherd to the rank of a king, was likely to create a deep impression among the
lower classes of the people; who had the greater reason to applaud this victory,
and to preserve its tradition, as the hero did not belong to the race of the
conquerors, but was a child of the conquered race, of those wandering Turanian
tribes which the Aryans had supplanted.

His memory was from the first, as it is at the present day, carefully treasured,
especially by the women, fascinated by the rather coarse gallantry of the young
hero, which, was ever the mainspring of his exploits. It was thus that the
simplest incidents of his existence became indelibly fixed in tradition; how, as a
child, he had stolen a jar of butter from his mother, and been whipped as a
punishment; how, as a youth, he used to carry off the clothes of the young milk-
women as they were bathing in the Jumna; how, as a young man, he succeeded
in charming the hearts of these same young railkwomen by his soft speeches, by